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cially, Congresswoman Nita Lowey who is
sponsoring efforts in the House along with
Congressman Cardin and Congressman
Cummings and others, but most especially
Carol Moseley-Braun. She was the first per-
son who brought this matter to my attention
as an area where the National Government
ought to do something. And she has been
literally dogged in her persistence in this
issue, staying with it day-in and day-out,
week-in and week-out, month-in and month-
out. The school children of our Nation owe
her a debt of gratitude.

The report shows that our Nation’s schools
are increasingly rundown, overcrowded, and
technologically ill-equipped. Too many
school buildings and classrooms are literally
a shambles. According to the report, one-
third of our schools need major repair or out-
right replacement; 60 percent need work on
major building features—a sagging roof, a
cracked foundation; 46 percent lack even the
basic electrical wiring to support computers,
modems, and modern communications tech-
nology. These problems are found all across
America, in cities and suburbs and one-stop-
light towns.

This is a matter of real urgency. In just
2 months, our schools will open their door
to the largest number of students in the his-
tory of our Republic, 51.7 million. And en-
rollment is expected to continue to rise over
the next few years. We have to rebuild these
schools for another reason as well. Increas-
ingly our schools are critical to bringing our
communities together. We want them to
serve the public not just during the school
hours but after hours, to function as vital
community centers, places for recreation and
learning, positive places where children can
be when they can’t be at home and school
is no longer going on, gathering places for
young people and adults alike. Bringing our
schools into the 21st century is a national
challenge that demands a national commit-
ment.

Today I am proposing that the Federal
Government for the first time join with
States and communities to modernize and
renovate our public schools. We will provide
$5 billion over the next 4 years for school
construction and renovation. Together with
investments by States and localities, this

would result in $20 billion in new resources
for school modernization. That’s a 25 percent
increase over the next 4 years.

Our school construction initiative would
be flexible. It would give communities and
States the power to decide how to use the
new resources. It would help those who help
themselves, requiring local communities to
take responsibility for this effort. And it
would focus on sparking new projects, not
merely subsidizing existing ones.

The schools of the future should be safe
and spacious, good places to learn. The
schools of the future should be equipped
with computers, new media, and state-of-the-
art science labs. And the schools of the future
should not only teach our children during the
day but bring together families and neighbors
in the evening as community schools. Our
initiative can help to make these goals a re-
ality.

You know, we expect an awful lot of our
schools. We expect a lot of our students in
this age of possibility. And all Americans have
a lot riding on their living up to these expec-
tations. But we cannot expect our children
and our teachers to build strong lives on a
crumbling foundation.

This generation has a duty to give the next
generation a future of genuine opportunity.
Our children deserve the best. I am deter-
mined that they will get it. And this proposal
will go a long way toward helping those folks
who are out there on the frontlines of edu-
cation to succeed and to build the brightest,
the best prepared, the most secure, and the
most successful generation of young people
in the history of our Nation.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:15 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Letter to the Women of Srebrenica,
Bosnia, on the Anniversary of the
Fall of Srebrenica
July 11, 1996

To the Women of Srebrenica:
Today you have come together because of

a horrible, tragic event that changed your
lives forever. There can be no justification
for the barbaric terror you and your loved
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ones endured, or for the losses you continue
to suffer.

Over these past four long years, the United
States has joined the international commu-
nity sending humanitarian aid and later
20,000 peacekeepers. We have rebuilt roads
and bridges. Now we are creating a commis-
sion to help you find your missing boys and
men. And we are sending $5,000,000 to help
you start businesses and get back on your
feet economically.

These things we can do. But we know that
it will take you, from the inside, to repair
the fabric of life that has been ripped into
shreds by aggression and hate.

And so the thoughts of our nation are with
you as you gather in Tuzla not only to re-
member the past, but to shape your new fu-
ture. The world is watching with deep admi-
ration as you have invited women across
Bosnia-Herzegovina to join you, reaching out
across the lines drawn by war, to create a
future of compassion and hope.

Hillary and I believe strongly in your mis-
sion to reunite your country. We applaud
your courage, your strength, and your wis-
dom. We stand with you today in spirit, to
say, ‘‘You are not alone.’’

Bill Clinton

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

July 7
In the afternoon, the President gave

videotaped testimony in the White House
Map Room for the Branscum-Hill trial in Lit-
tle Rock, AR.

July 9
The President announced his intention to

appoint Beverly Fisher White to the Advisory
Committee to the Pension Benefit Guaranty
Corporation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Brig. Gen. Robert Bernard Flow-
ers to be a member and U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers representative to the Mis-
sissippi River Commission.

July 10
In the morning, the President traveled to

Charlotte, NC, and he returned to Washing-
ton, DC, in the evening.

The President announced that he sent fis-
cal 1997 budget amendments to the Con-
gress.

July 11
The President declared a major disaster in

the U.S. Virgin Islands and ordered Federal
aid to supplement territory and local recov-
ery efforts in the area struck by Hurricane
Bertha on July 8–9.

July 12
The President announced his intention to

nominate Nils J. Diaz and Edward
McGaffigan, Jr., to be members of the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Released July 11

Rod Grams,
of Minnesota, to be a Representative of the
United States of America to the 51st Session
of the General Assembly of the United Na-
tions.

Thomas Hill Moore,
of Florida, to be a Commissioner of the
Consumer Product Safety Commission for a
term of 7 years from October 27, 1996 (re-
appointment).

Claiborne deB. Pell,
of Rhode Island, to be a Representative of
the United States of America to the 51st Ses-
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